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worry that industry will thwart any attempt to
set a real emissions cap. | also worry about
the bureaucratic costs of effectively enforcing
such a system. In contrast, a carbon tax is
easy to administer and reduces CO, emis-
sions by raising the price of fossil fuels, there-
by reducing demand for those fuels. It's Eco-
nomics 101, but unlike most school lectures,
this econ lesson could save our planet.

Global climate change is too important for
us to continue our inaction because of industry
stakeholders or the worry over political con-
sequences of raising taxes. A carbon tax is
the best way to address the problem of global
warming. | urge all my colleagues to do what's
right for our country and the world by sup-
porting the Save Our Climate Act.

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICARE
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the bipartisan Medicare An-
esthesiology Teaching Funding Restoration
Act of 2007. This legislation is cosponsored by
Representatives JIM RAMSTAD (R—MN), DAR-
LENE HOOLEY (D—OR) and PETE SESSIONS (R—
TX).

This bill would restore 100 percent payment
of the Medicare physician fee schedule (PFS)
for teaching anesthesiologists involved in train-
ing physician residents in two concurrent an-
esthesia cases. The American Society of An-
esthesiologists (ASA) has endorsed this im-
portant legislation.

Paying teaching anesthesiologists 100 per-
cent of the PFS for two concurrent anesthesia
cases was the policy of Medicare until 1994.
In that year, the Health Care Financing Agen-
cy (now called the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services) issued a rule reducing the
Medicare payment to teaching anesthesiol-
ogists involved in training physician residents
in two concurrent anesthesia cases to 50 per-
cent for the second case. This rule has re-
duced the financial viability of medical schools
and hospitals which have teaching anesthesi-
ology programs.

Since the 1994 rule change, 31 anesthesi-
ology residency programs have closed. An
ASA survey of anesthesiology residency pro-
grams found that the average program was
losing $400,000 per year partially as a result
of the payment reduction. Some programs
serving larger Medicare populations report
losses in excess of $1 million per year. The
UCLA program reported annual losses in ex-
cess of $600,000.

Many programs receive subsidies from their
medical schools or universities to offset these
losses. However, some programs are experi-
encing additional losses as local commercial
health care providers, including United and
Blue Cross/Blue Shield in selected areas, drop
full payments for overlapping cases and adopt
the Medicare 50 percent policy for their com-
mercial beneficiaries.

By passing this legislation, Congress would
increase the flow of Medicare funds into these
important teaching programs while also pro-
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viding the programs an opportunity to dispute
pay reductions by health care commercial pro-
viders. By increasing access to well-trained
anesthesiologists, the ultimate result will be
healthier patients.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill and
ensure that Americans have access to the
highest quality anesthesiology services.

——
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to two Americans who
achieved greatness in April 2007 at Fort
Benning, Georgia. SSG Brandon Greenway
and his father, CSM Douglas Greenway, be-
came the first father-son team to compete in
the U.S Army David E. Grange Best Ranger
Competition.

The U.S. Army David E. Grange Best Rang-
er Competition started in 1981 to determine
the best two-man Ranger team in the country.
The strenuous 3-day competition is designed
to test the teams’ physical, mental, and tech-
nical abilities as Rangers with less than 50
percent of the teams completing the competi-
tion. Every year, the event brings a great spot-
light to Fort Benning, as the best and brightest
Rangers in the U.S. Army display their incred-
ible capabilities.

This event is designed to challenge the
most tactically skilled and athletically gifted
members of the U.S. Army. This is why so
many took note when CSM Douglas Green-
way entered this year's competition with his 23
year old son, SSG Brandon Greenway. At 47
years old, Sergeant Major Greenway was also
the oldest Soldier ever to enter the competi-
tion. This father-son team met the challenges
of this grueling competition and finished in the
top half of the field.

This competition is a great way to cap the
career of CSM Douglas Greenway, who is re-
tiring in May 2007 after a distinguished 28-
year Army career. Fort Benning will miss
Command Sergeant Major Greenway, and |
commend him as well as his spouse and fam-
ily for their service to the country. For this rea-
son, and for becoming the first father-son
team to compete in the U.S. Army Best Rang-
er Competition, | am pleased to honor the
Greenways in the United States House of
Representatives.

—

RECOGNIZING LENAPE MIDDLE
SCHOOL

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize
Lenape Middle School of Doylestown, Penn-
sylvania. This school has consistently
stretched beyond its own expectations, and
was recently distinguished as a Don Eichhorn
School to Watch.
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This honor is bestowed upon Lenape by a
coalition comprised of the Pennsylvania Mid-
dle School Association, the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Education, Lehigh University, Get-
tysburg College, and Duquesne University. It
is one of only three Pennsylvania schools
credited with this achievement, and should
serve as inspiration for other schools around
the country. It is through the dedicated efforts
of teachers, administrators and students that
America will keep its place at the pinnacle of
success in education.

Lenape Middle School is a prime example
of the success for which we strive each and
every day. Through hard work, Lenape
reaches new heights every school year. It
meets and exceeds expectations, and cele-
brates learning.

Beyond academics, however, Lenape cre-
ates a flexible learning environment conducive
to the struggles and pressures of early adoles-
cence. Students are provided with the best
teachers and resources available, and have
the opportunity to excel in the areas they most
enjoy. The performance of Lenape Middle
School has once again raised the bar through-
out the country, and they are to be applauded
for their accomplishments.

Madam Speaker, strong public education
sets the United States apart from the rest of
the world. Lenape has been recognized as a
Don Eichhorn School to Watch because it is a
leader in public education; it is blazing a new
trail in middle school education that other
schools will do well to follow.

———

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PRIESTHOOD OF
BISHOP JOSEPH MADERA,
M.SP.S.

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the service and devotion
Bishop Joseph J. Madera has bestowed to the
community on the event of his 50th anniver-
sary of priesthood.

Bishop Madera was born in San Francisco
on November 27, 1927. He was raised in
Mexico and received his priesthood at the
Holy Spirit Missionaries House of Studies in
Coyoacan, Mexico City, on June 15, 1957.
Upon his ordination, Madera assisted in the
minor seminary of the Holy Spirit Missionaries.
After his work at the seminary, he was as-
signed to parish work in Mexico and soon
after he was sent to the United States to serve
in California.

His service in the Diocese of Fresno has
made Bishop Madera a legacy in the commu-
nity. On March 4, 1980, Bishop Hugh
Donohue retired and Madera, who was serv-
ing as an appointed coadjutor bishop, was
consecrated a bishop and was named Bishop
of Fresno. During his tenure with the Diocese
of Fresno, Bishop Madera founded the KNXT
television station. He had his Sunday Mass in
English, which was broadcast throughout the
entire country and to Latin America.

Bishop Madera has an extensive résumé,
having served in the Archdiocese of Los An-
geles, the Diocese of Fresno serving the com-
munities of Fowler and Del Rey, Our Lady of



E884

Guadalupe Parish in Oxnard, and as an as-
sistant pastor at Christ the King Parish. In ad-
dition to his responsibilities to the church,
Bishop Madera actively oversaw the pastoral
care of 24 labor camps in Ventura County,
lectured at the Camarillo Seminary of the Los
Angeles Archdiocese, and hosted radio broad-
cast programs both at the local and inter-
national levels. He was also instrumental in
the construction of the second part Our Lady
of Guadalupe School in Oxnard, CA, as well
as the rectory and the church.

In recognition of his years of commitment to
the Catholic Church, Bishop Madera had the
distinctive honor of receiving his ordination as
auxiliary bishop for the Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese for the Military Services by the late
Pope John Paul Il in 1991. In this post, Bishop
Madera was responsible for the pastoral care
of 2 million Catholic men and women serving
in the U.S. military and their families, the resi-
dents of the Department of Veterans Affairs
hospitals, and the civilian employees of the
U.S. Government living abroad.

Bishop Madera’s work and outreach efforts
are highly commendable. He has left the com-
munities in which he has served a better place
because of the sincerity and generosity of his
services and faith. Through his post on the
Archdiocese for Military Services, he reached
out to provide comfort and guidance to Ameri-
cans domestically and overseas. Even though
he is now retired, his advocacy and commit-
ment to service carries on as he currently vol-
unteers to assist the Bishop serving the Sac-
ramento area in California. For all these rea-
sons, it is without doubt an honor to recognize
him today as Bishop Joseph Madera con-
tinues to touch the lives of many people, leav-
ing his mark of good will across the world.

——

TRIBUTE TO MS. NATALIE HIATT
HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Ms. Natalie Hiatt for having served in
my office as a congressional intern in the win-
ter of 2006 and the spring of 2007. She has
performed her duties with utmost distinction,
and | am proud to have this opportunity to rec-
ognize the tremendous work she has done on
my behalf.

Ms. Hiatt is currently studying at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma in Norman, OK, as a transfer
student from the University of the Incarnate
Word in San Antonio, TX. She will graduate in
May 2007 with a bachelor of arts in public af-
fairs and administration. Due to her exemplary
academic record, Ms. Hiatt has received
scholarships such as the Academic Scholar-
ship Award through her participation in the
honors program at the University of the Incar-
nate Word.

Ms. Hiatt has consistently gone above the
call of duty in ensuring the efficient operation
of my office and maintaining ties with constitu-
ents in my district as a part of the press team.
She also provided valuable insight on various
legislative bills, and her ability to work with
others, as shown by her extensive involve-
ment in the college community at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma, was of great benefit to my
legislative team. She has a bright future ahead
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of her, and | am proud to support her as she
moves on to the next phase of her life.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to have had
the opportunity to recognize the benefit Ms.
Natalie Hiatt brought to my congressional of-
fice and ask you to join me in honoring her.
| thank you for your time.

————

HONORING VICKI CODY DURING
THE MONTH OF THE MILITARY
CHILD

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, as we cele-
brate the Month of the Military Child | rise
today to honor the mother of two military chil-
dren, Vicki Cody. Army members and military
families throughout the world know her as the
wife of Army Vice Chief of Staff General Rich-
ard Cody, but today | want to recognize her
contributions to our nation as the mother of
Tyler and Clint Cody, two outstanding young
men who grew up at military posts throughout
the world and followed in the footsteps of their
father serving as Army helicopter pilots.

Standing behind her three Soldiers, Vicki
Cody is the glue that holds her family to-
gether. For over thirty years, she has been so
much more than a wife and mother. Her many
roles include nurse, cook, teacher, driver, vol-
unteer, moving crew, painter, dog walker, bill
payer, and fixer of all things broken. On top of
all that, Vicki has added one more title: author.

In her years as a military spouse and the
mother of two Soldiers, Vicki Cody saw the
need to help other families facing the chal-
lenges of supporting their sons and daughters
in uniform. Working with the Association of the
United States Army (AUSA), her book, “Your
Soldier, Your Army: A Parents” Guide,” has
reached thousands of families. At a time when
every Soldier can expect to serve multiple
combat tours, supporting the families they
leave behind is critical.

I'd like to read a short excerpt from Mrs.
Cody’s book: “I have an advantage of having
been part of this system for the past 30 years.
| have a deep understanding of the military in
general, and | have access to all kinds of in-
formation, resources, and support systems.
Still, I know how scary it's been for me having
both sons in a combat zone, and | think about
all the parents out there who don’t have that
background. This must be very confusing and
frightening for them.

“So, | want to use my knowledge, experi-
ences, candor, insight—whatever | have |
want to share with other families. I'm a little
old-fashioned in that | still believe in the power
of the human touch or connection. | also be-
lieve each of us can make a difference. Some-
times it's something as simple as reassuring a
frightened mom or dad and letting them know
there’s a toll-free number they can call to get
in touch with the rear detachment of their Sol-
dier's unit, or maybe there are terms they
don’t understand, or why the mail takes so
long, or why their Soldier hasn’t been able to
call for weeks. Sometimes they just need a lit-
tle knowledge of a very complex and vast or-
ganization. | wish | could wrap my arms
around all the parents out there.”

From there, the book goes on to explain in
simple but powerful terms how important fam-
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ily is to every Soldier. As a military mother and
wife, Vicki describes how families can best
support their loved ones in uniform throughout
the stressful deployment process as they
make preparations, execute their combat mis-
sion, and readjust when they return home.

At a time when we are calling up our troops
to bear an enormous burden, our military fami-
lies need all the help and support we can give
them, and Vicki Cody has stepped up to the
plate again and again to offer her wisdom and
the warmth of her heart as she speaks to the
families of military members both in person
and through her inspirational written words.

| am working with the AUSA to send copies
of Mrs. Cody’s book to every Member of Con-
gress, and | urge each of you to read it and
share the supportive and helpful guidance with
the military families who live in your districts.
While there is not an Army post or other mili-
tary installation in every Congressional district,
our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines
come from every corner of our Nation—from
the smallest towns and biggest cities. These
troops are the ambassadors of their home-
towns as they serve in defense of our Nation
throughout the world, and we must support
them and the families they leave behind.

Vicki Cody and her fellow military spouses
and parents are unsung American heroes.
Without the support of their families, our mili-
tary could not accomplish their mission, and
we owe every mother and father, sister and
brother, husband and wife, son and daughter,
a great debt of gratitude.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
PASTOR PAUL HIRAM WELCH

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the U.S. Congress, it is with great
honor that | rise today to recognize Pastor
Paul Hiram Welch for his lifelong service and
dedication to the First Pentecostal Church in
Pensacola, FL.

Pastor Welch discovered his calling at the
early age of three when he was introduced to
the ministry by his father, D.L. Welch, upon
his establishment of First Pentecostal Church
of Pensacola. Pastor Welch’s love for the min-
istry only continued to strengthen. He followed
in his father’'s footsteps and chose to lead the
spiritual growth of the community. At the age
of 16, Pastor Welch preached his first revival
and began his own evangelical ministry upon
graduating from high school.

He returned to Pensacola in 1956 to serve
as Associate Pastor and 3 years later, he mar-
ried Shirley Ann Lane of Montgomery, AL.
Members of the congregation came to know
them as Brother Paul and Sister Shirley. In the
mid-70s, Brother Paul was named Pastor of
First Pentecostal Church in Pensacola. The
impact Pastor Welch has had on the commu-
nity is immeasurable; so many have come to
know and love the Lord through his service to
God.

The selfless contributions of this man are
not limited to just one church. Pastor Welch
has served as a member of the Florida District
Board of the United Pentecostal Church Inter-
national for more than 32 years and now
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